Behavioral interferences modify the acceleration in memory decay caused by diazepam.
A staircase maze has been used to test the modification induced by a chronic administration of different doses of diazepam in the decay of the rat performance caused by an interruption of 20 days in the daily training. The possibility that behavioral interferences modify the diazepam effect has been examined by testing the rat in an open field or in a Y maze during the interruption of the training in the staircase maze. The diazepam effect on the rat behavior in the staircase maze increased linearly with the doses; an intercalated training in the open field increased the diazepam effect, while an intercalated training in a Y maze completely abolished the increase of forgetting caused by diazepam.